
 

 

Cell Name Reference Book Guide  

Education Financial Information System (EFIS) collects financial information from district school 
boards in Ontario. 

This document outlines how to use the Cell Name Reference Book in conjunction with the EFIS 
Stakeholders Report Extract, both of which are found in the Stakeholder Data package found on 
the EFIS File Download Portal. 

The Cell Name Reference Book (e.g. EFIS 2018-19 Financial Statements - Cell Name 
Reference.pdf) is a version of an EFIS report book for a selected School Year and Cycle, with 
each data cell containing a “Cell Name” value.  

The EFIS Stakeholder Data Extract (e.g. EFIS 2018-19 Financial Statements - Board 
Submitted.xlsx) is an Excel file which contains all data submitted by all school boards for the 
selected School Year and Cycle. The data is organized into different areas, each corresponding 
to a different section of the report book. Each area is represented in a different workbook (tab) 
in the Excel file. Each tab contains the 72 school boards across the columns, and a list of data 
cells - represented by a unique “Cell Name” - on the rows. Besides the Cell Name, the row also 
shows values for "Account Member:", "Category Member:" and "Subcategory Member:", a 
combination of which gives a more detailed description of the data each row represents. The 
Excel cell where each row and column intersect shows the data for the specific School Board as 
extracted from EFIS. To easily navigate between the tabs in the data extract workbook, a user 
may right click on the bottom left region of the workbook to access a quick navigation pop-up. 

 

An Example 



 

 

A stakeholder user is looking for the total for Pupil Foundation Allocation for the school board 
“DSB Ontario North East” for the 2018-19 Financial Statements. In order to find the value, the 
user can take the following steps: 

1. Open the Cell Name Reference Book (EFIS 2018-19 Financial Statements - Cell Name 
Reference.pdf), and locate the page which contains the Pupil Foundation Allocation - 
Section 1.1  

2. On the page, locate the line which contains the total for this allocation - line 1.1.8 
3. Note the Cell Name corresponding to this line, under the Pupil Foundation Allocation 

column - SE01_00048C 

 

4. In the EFIS Stakeholder Data Extract (EFIS 2018-19 Financial Statements - Board 
Submitted.xlsx), navigate to the correct workbook (Sec. 01.1) 

5. In the “Cell Name” column, find the row that contains SE01_00048C  
6. In the row with the cell name find the cell intersecting with the column representing DSB 

Ontario North East. The value shown in this cell is the total Pupil Foundation Allocation 
for DSB Ontario North East for 2018-19 Financial Statements 

 


